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The soft data means that you should visit the web link for downloading and install and after that save The
Most Controversial Decision: Truman, The Atomic Bombs, And The Defeat Of Japan (Cambridge Essential
Histories) By Wilson D. Miscamble You have possessed guide to check out, you have actually posed this
The Most Controversial Decision: Truman, The Atomic Bombs, And The Defeat Of Japan (Cambridge
Essential Histories) By Wilson D. Miscamble It is easy as visiting the book establishments, is it? After
getting this quick description, with any luck you could download one and also begin to read The Most
Controversial Decision: Truman, The Atomic Bombs, And The Defeat Of Japan (Cambridge Essential
Histories) By Wilson D. Miscamble This book is quite easy to review every single time you have the
downtime.

Review
"Father Miscamble is a history professor at the University of Notre Dame and thus is at home with the
theological and moral aspects surrounding the decision to unleash the world's first atomic bombs. He is also
familiar with the political and military exigencies of the decision. He takes the reader carefully through the
genesis of the bomb-building Manhattan Project, as planned by Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt originally
for the bomb's use against Nazi Germany, and through the calculations of the key Allied decision makers,
including Gen. George C. Marshall, the U.S. Army chief of staff, and Adm. William Leahy, the head of the
Joint Chiefs." -Wall Street Journal

"This book, by the priest and cold war historian Wilson D. Miscamble, is a volume in the Cambridge
Essential Histories series, which is (according to its statement of purpose) 'devoted to introducing critical
events, periods or individuals in history ... through thesis-driven, concise volumes.' Concise The Most
Controversial Decision certainly is: it packs into its 150 pages discussions that other scholars have spent
careers grappling with." -Barry Gewen, The New Republic

"In writing this book, Father Miscamble has done us a great service." -The Rev. Michael P. Orsi, The
Washington Times

"Notre Dame profe ssor Wilson Miscamble has previously written about the blindly unforeseen handoff of
the American government from Roosevelt to Truman on April 12, 1945, during the endgame of World War
II. He now brings his wise and wide-ranging knowledge of the complicated decisions left for the American
president at that time to one specific major decision: whether to drop the atomic bomb on Japan." -Jay
Pasachoff, The Key Reporter



"Recommended." -Choice

About the Author
The Reverend Wilson D. Miscamble, C.S.C., joined the permanent faculty at Notre Dame in 1988. A native
of Australia, he was educated at the University of Queensland, from which he graduated in 1973 and
obtained a master's degree three years later. In 1976, he came to Notre Dame to pursue graduate studies in
history. He received his doctoral degree in 1980. He then served for two years as North American analyst in
the Office of National Assessments, Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet, Canberra, Australia. In
August 1982, he returned to Notre Dame and entered the priestly formation program of the Congregation of
Holy Cross. He was ordained a priest on April 9, 1988. His primary research interest is American foreign
policy since World War II. He is the author of George F. Kennan and the Making of American Foreign
Policy, 1947-1950 and Keeping the Faith, Making a Difference. He has edited American Political History:
Essays on the State of the Discipline and Go Forth and Do Good: Memorable Notre Dame Commencement
Addresses. His most recent book, From Roosevelt to Truman: Potsdam, Hiroshima, and the Cold War, was
published in 2007 and received the Harry S. Truman Book Award in 2008.
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This book explores the American use of atomic bombs, and the role these weapons played in the defeat of
the Japanese Empire in World War II. It focuses on President Harry S. Truman's decision making regarding
this most controversial of all his decisions. The book relies on notable archival research, and the best and
most recent scholarship on the subject to fashion an incisive overview that is fair and forceful in its
judgments. This study addresses a subject that has been much debated among historians, and it confronts
head-on the highly disputed claim that the Truman administration practiced "atomic diplomacy." The book
goes beyond its central historical analysis to ask whether it was morally right for the United States to use
these terrible weapons against Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It also provides a balanced evaluation of the
relationship between atomic weapons and the origins of the Cold War.
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Washington Times
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Most helpful customer reviews

15 of 15 people found the following review helpful.
Not A Blast
By Alan Weiss
This is a well-researched book on this controversial topic. I found the author to be unbiased and interesting in
his views. Having read extensively on the war in the Pacific, I've never doubted the rationale to drop the
bomb, especially if one considers the prevailing zeitgeist in the US. We seem to engage in revisionist history
too often, usually led by people with no understanding of history, sociology, psychology, or even geography,
who focus on applying contemporary mores and values to periods in which they did not and could not exist.

I doubt this is a "spoiler," but I'll warn you not to read on just in case you want to read the book to find out
how the author feels. I came away with the understanding that the use of the atomic bomb was thought to be
in the best interests of our nation at the time (nations operate solely in their best interests if they are to
survive) and the author concurs. The Cold War as an aftermath is discussed, and from then to now no one
has used atomic weapons again. If anyone does, no doubt it will be by terrorists trying to destroy everyone
who doesn't agree with them.

If you are truly interested in the history, this is a good book, though the writing isn't going to win a Pulitzer
Prize. If you already have your mind made up that we shouldn't have used the bomb, then I doubt you'll be
open to these facts and arguments.

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful.
A look at the facts that were known at the time, not in hindsight
By Graves



In 1945 Japan was arming its civilian population with spears and old rifles to oppose the American force
when it came but when it came, it was not from the beaches but from the sky: Unimaginable, Irresistible,
mushroom shaped. Nearly 70 years after the event, some people still debate whether or not the United States
needed to drop atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Stepping into this is Wilson Miscamble.

Today there are lots of such debates using information now available on both sides of the divide but in 1945
there was much less known of the Japanese plans and much more doubt about the future and that is what
Miscamble brings to the party. His work, although it does have a bit towards the end on the workings of the
Japanese government that was unknown to Truman-and certainly would have encourage his use of nuclear
weapons had he known- focuses predominantly on what the Americans knew and thought. What was going
through their meetings and councils and what were the facts they had before them when the used the Atomic
bombs.

The biggest elements were a fear of the Soviets-having seen how they were failing to keep their Yalta
commitments on freedoms in areas they conquered, a soviet intervention in the east, something no one
desperately needed, might well lead to a soviet expansion there and the fact that no one saw the atomic
bombs as the game changers they were. They saw them as another weapon to be used along side
conventional weapons, naval blockade and land forces. Anything that would stop the need for troops to land
on Japan proper and suffer even more casualties like had been seen in places like Iwo Jima and Okinawa.

In the end Miscamble has written a book that gets a bit wordy at times, but is very needed for that decades
old debate on the right or wrong of Hiroshima as he focuses not so much on what when know now, but what
was known *then* and how that influenced the American government to make the choice it did.

12 of 14 people found the following review helpful.
A Clear View Of the End of WW II
By Peter Shire
This is a great book and an important one in these days of PC, where whole generations have disassociated
themselves from the reality of WWII and what was needed to win. Extremely important to realize that in
spite of the propaganda it is close to a certainty that FDR would have dropped the bomb on Germany had we
had it in time, which puts the lie to the idea put forward by nay sayers that it was a racist action against the
Japanese - which is only one of many misconceptions about the war. Recommended to everyone who is PC,
and those who aren't who wish to clarify their arguments. Like Ike, it gets five stars.

See all 20 customer reviews...
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