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The Detective in the Courtroom
By Acute Observer
Erle Stanley Gardner generally avoided politics in his "Perry Mason" novels. [Some of the "A.A. Fair"
novels used political corruption in their stories.] The 1967 novel "The Case of the Queenly Contestant" was
publicized for the remark that a bullet found on a stretcher was not proof of anything. Dr. Milton Halpern
was blacklisted by the government for criticizing the autopsy of JFK for its lack of an experienced medical
examiner. In its day "Perry Mason" was criticized for never losing a case. What is the record for most police
TV shows?

Gardner's novels educated the readers by using examples from law and science or new technology. He
dedicated novels to an important person in medicine or law. Gardner founded "The Court of Last Resort" to
exonerate the convicted innocent. Gardner's stories warned of the dangers of invalid eyewitness
identification, drawing the wrong conclusions from circumstantial evidence (guilt by inference), or
prematurely accusing a suspect before all the evidence was gathered and evaluated. Some of this stories
made the point that while ballistics can identify the gun that fired a bullet it cannot tell when it was fired
(before or after the crime). "Perry Mason" advised his clients to never lie to the police, it was better to say
nothing except call for a lawyer. There is a famous crime with these elements. You can read about Sacco &
Vanzetti where they were convicted of robbery and murder in spite of their alibis. Many believed they were
innocent and were convicted as part of the repression of the 1920s.
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